Minerals Management Service, Interior

§281.13 Joint State/Federal coordina-
tion.

(a) The Secretary may invite the ad-
jacent State Governor(s) to join in, or
the adjacent State Governor(s) may re-
quest that the Secretary join in, the
establishment of a State/Federal task
force or some other joint planning or
coordination arrangement when indus-
try interest exists for OCS mineral
leasing or geological information ap-
pears to support the leasing of OCS
minerals in specific areas. Participa-
tion in joint State/Federal task forces
or other arrangements will afford the
adjacent State Governor(s) opportunity
for access to available data and infor-
mation about the area; knowledge of
progress made in the leasing process
and of the results of subsequent explo-
ration and development activities; fa-
cilitate the resolution of issues of mu-
tual interest; and provide a mechanism
for planning, coordination, consulta-
tion, and other activities which the
Secretary and the Governor(s) may
identify as contributing to the leasing
process.

(b) State/Federal task forces or other
such arrangement are to be constituted
pursuant to such terms and conditions
(consistent with Federal law and these
regulations) as the Secretary and the
adjacent State Governor(s) may agree.

(c) State/Federal task forces or other
such arrangements will provide a
forum which the Secretary and adja-
cent State Governor(s) may use for
planning, consultation, and coordina-
tion on concerns associated with the
offering of OCS minerals other than
oil, gas, or sulphur for lease.

(d) With respect to the activities au-
thorized under these regulations each
State/Federal task force may make
recommendations to the Secretary and
adjacent State Governor(s) concerning:

(1) The identification of areas in
which OCS minerals might be offered
for lease;

(2) The potential for conflicts be-
tween the exploration and development
of OCS mineral resources, other users
and uses of the area, and means for res-
olution or mitigation of these con-
flicts;

(3) The economic feasibility of devel-
oping OCS mineral resources in the
area proposed for leasing;
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(4) Potential environmental problems
and measures that might be taken to
mitigate these problems;

(5) Development of guidelines and
procedures for safe, environmentally
responsible exploration and develop-
ment practices; and

(6) Other issues of concern to the Sec-
retary and adjacent State Governor(s).

(e) State/Federal task forces or other
such arrangements might also be used
to conduct or oversee research, studies,
or reports (e.g., Environmental Impact
Statements).

§281.14 OCS mining area identifica-
tion.

The Secretary, after considering the
available OCS mineral resources and
environmental data and information,
the recommendation of any joint State/
Federal task force established pursuant
to §281.13 of this part, and the com-
ments received from interested parties,
shall select the tracts to be considered
for offering for lease. The selected
tracts will be considered in the envi-
ronmental analysis conducted for the
proposed lease offering.

§281.15 Tract size.

The size of the tracts to be offered for
lease shall be as determined by the
Secretary and specified in the leasing
notice. It is intended that tracts of-
fered for lease be sufficiently large to
include potentially minable OCS min-
eral orebodies. When the presence of
any minable orebody is unknown and
additional prospecting is needed to dis-
cover and delineate OCS minerals, the
size of tracts specified in the leasing
notice may be relatively large.

§281.16 Proposed leasing notice.

(a) Prior to offering OCS minerals in
an area for lease, the Director shall as-
sess the available information includ-
ing recommendations of any joint
State/Federal task force established
pursuant to §281.13 of this part to de-
termine lease sale procedures to be pre-
scribed and to develop a proposed leas-
ing notice which sets out the proposed
primary term of the OCS mineral
leases to be offered; lease stipulations
including measures to mitigate poten-
tially adverse impacts on the environ-
ment; and such rental, royalty, and
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